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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To simplify and miniaturize 
a mask stage and a mask carrying equipment of an 
aligner or the like. 

SOLUTION: A mask stage which positions a mask E of 
kinematic mount system to exposure light has a stage 
base 10 and a retaining frame 20, horizontally carries the 
mask E in a space part between the stage base 10 and 
the retaining frame 20, clamps the mask E with three 
balls 21 a-21c which are unified in a body with the 
retaining frame 20 and clamp units 11a-11c, and fixed 
the mask E. Thereby carrying weight is remarkably 
reduced as compared with a case that a mask is carried 
by retaining the mask with a mask holder and fixed on a 
mask stage via the mask holder, and carrying equipment 
and mechanism of a mask stage can be simplified and miniaturized. 
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